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Minutes of the Board of Selectmen Meeting of Wednesday, September 2, 2020.  Present were 

Denise R. Reyes, Chairman; Anthony J. Kinahan, Vice Chairman; and Meredith L. Anderson, 

Clerk. Also present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 6:30 

p.m. in the Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

Also Present via Video Conference: 

Hugh Hurley, Chairman, Planning Board 

William Lucini, Chairman, Zoning Board of Appeals 

Chris Iannitelli, DPW Director 

John Delano, Conservation Agent 

Richard Hartline, DeBartolo Development LLC 

Jeffrey Bandini, McMahon Associates 

Paul Dangelo, Quinn & Associates 

Marianne Pierce, Assessors Office 

Kristie Dean, 64 South Street 

 

Chairman Reyes called the meeting to order 6:30 p.m. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated due to the increasing concern surrounding the Coronavirus pandemic, 

this meeting will remain closed to the public. Chairman Reyes stated there are no scheduled 

Public Hearings and there will be no public comment period. Chairman Reyes stated live video 

and audio of the meeting may be aired on Comcast local channel 9 and a recording of the 

meeting will also be posted on the West Bridgewater YouTube channel. 

 

The Board led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Chairman Reyes held a moment of silence recognizing the passing of the current holder of the 

Boston Post Cane recipient, Kathryn Lucini. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated first on the agenda was DeBartolo Development LLC’s presentation 

regarding the Lincoln Street property. 

 

Mr. Hartline of DeBartolo Development LLC introduced himself and noted that Mr. Bandini of 

McMahon Associates and Mr. Adams of Quinn & Associates were also on the conference call to 

help answer any questions the Board may have. Mr. Hartline presented a slide show presentation 

included in the Board of Selectmen meeting packet. Mr. Hartline outlined the prospective 

dimensions, look and use of the development project, as well as the approach that would be taken 

to widen Route 106 and align Crescent Street and Lincoln Street. Mr. Hartline explained that 

there would be two large warehouse buildings developed on the property, one fairly larger than 

the other, with a small strip of roadside retail space. Mr. Hartline explained that there would be 

an access road to the warehouses through the nearby gas station parking lot and that the widening 

and aligning of Crescent and Lincoln Street would positively affect the flow of existing traffic as 

well as traffic generated from the new development. Mr. Hartline explained that the actual look 

of the property development will be discussed in further detail with the Planning and Zoning 

Board throughout the application process. Mr. Hartline stated the development would also have a 
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positive impact on the Town’s MassWorks grant application due to creating more jobs and 

broadening the tax base. 

 

Ms. Anderson stated one of her biggest concerns was the development being an eye sore and 

maintaining the charm of the Town. Ms. Anderson also asked if sidewalks would be included in 

the project. 

 

Mr. Hartline stated, ideally, they have intentions of installing sidewalk along the area of land that 

they will be developing but Route 106 and other areas owned by other people are out of his 

control. Mr. Hartline stated the large warehouses will be set back from the streets and will be 

fully landscaped. 

 

Ms. Anderson asked for more details regarding the widening of Route 106. 

 

Mr. Bandini stated from the off ramp of Route 24 all the way to the Lincoln Street/Crescent 

Street intersection there would be two lanes of traffic on both sides with designated turning 

lanes. Mr. Bandini is hoping to draw a lot of the development traffic coming from Route 24 onto 

the access road through the nearby gas station to prevent back up on Route 106.  

 

Mr. Hartline stated with the intersection being so close to Route 24 that Mass DOT will be 

involved and have a lot of input regarding the roadway development. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated the MassWorks Grant is a competitive bidding process and each application 

will be scored. Mr. Gagne stated they are looking for shovel ready, large commercial projects 

that will bring jobs to the region. Mr. Gagne explained that the DeBartolo Development project 

will directly increase the scoring of the Town’s MassWorks grant application, due to it meeting 

those criteria. Mr. Gagne stated he also mentioned the proposed 40B project across the street 

along Route 106, which will also increase the scoring of the Town’s MassWorks grant 

application. Mr. Gagne stated if the zoning change is not approved then DeBartolo cannot move 

forward with the project and therefor there would be a decrease in the scoring of the Town’s 

Mass Works grant application. Mr. Gagne stated if the zoning is not changed and the 

development project cannot move forward, in order to move forward with the grant then the 

Town would have to negotiate with the Dempsey family to utilize the Dempsey property for the 

alignment of Lincoln and Crescent Street, which will in turn cost the Town more money. 

 

Ms. Reyes asked for more detail regarding the widening of Route 106, more specifically the area 

in front of the Shell gas station directly off the highway. 

 

Mr. Hartline stated the areas near the on and off ramps of Route 24 are regulated by Mass DOT 

and the historical cemetery along Route 106 creates a pinch point, preventing the widening of 

Route 106 to go all the way to the on/off ramps. Mr. Hartline stated the proposal is to widen 

Route 106 starting as close as possible to the on and off ramps of Route 24, however, the plan 

would have to be approved by Mass DOT. Mr. Hartline stated the closer to Route 24 they can 

start widening Route 106, the better the flow of traffic will be through the intersection, and he is 

hoping Mass DOT will agree. Mr. Hartline stated DeBartolo does not own the road and cannot 

engage with Mass DOT to suggest improvement options as a developer. Mr. Hartline stated the 
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process and planning behind improving Route 106 and aligning Crescent and Lincoln Streets 

will be governed by Mass DOT and approval of the MassWorks grant. Mr. Hartline stated as a 

courtesy for the Town considering rezoning the Lincoln Street property DeBartolo invested in 

the road study and provided a possible road improvement plan based on the proposed 

development plans for the Lincoln Street property. Mr. Hartline stated depending on Mass DOT 

requirements and recommendations DeBartolo’s proposed road improvements may have to be 

redesigned and reassessed by the Town and Mass DOT. Mr. Hartline stated DeBartolo cannot 

make any promises as to what the road improvements will be without the Town officially 

submitting plans to Mass DOT for review and approval, so what is included in their presentation 

is a starting point and would be reassessed and reworked depending upon Mass DOT 

suggestions. 

 

Chairman Reyes asked about the roadside retail area marked “Fast Food QSR” on the master 

plan, as well as the Dempsey property that will be utilized to align Crescent and Lincoln Street. 

 

Mr. Hartline explained that the warehouses will be set back from the roadside and there will be a 

small strip of roadside retail frontage. Mr. Hartline stated they have not engaged or locked in any 

retailers at this time. Mr. Hartline stated the businesses going into this area will go through 

permitting with the Town’s Planning Board. Mr. Hartline stated DeBartolo has negotiated with 

the Hasiotis family and have locked in a purchase agreement for the Dempsey property, leaving 

the Dempsey family barn as is, directly adjacent to the new intersection. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated she would like to see sidewalks installed on Lincoln Street. 

 

Mr. Hartline stated if the rezoning is approved and the project planning moves forward, 

DeBartolo has no problem with working with the Town to develop a plan to install sidewalks 

along their property on Lincoln Street. Mr. Hartline stated if the zoning changes were approved, 

DeBartolo would have to work in conjunction with the Planning Board and the other Lincoln 

Street property owners to organize sidewalk installation along Lincoln Street. 

 

Ms. Anderson asked what would happen if the MassWorks Grant was denied. 

 

Mr. Hartline explained that if the MassWorks grant was denied then the Town and DeBartolo 

would have to sit down and discuss their options as far as what the State and Town would allow. 

Mr. Hartline stated there would also have to be a discussion about funding the road 

improvements. Mr. Hartline stated they would essentially be back to the drawing board because 

in order for this development to work the intersection has to be reworked. 

 

Mr. Lucini stated that over the years, there have been several proposals regarding this property 

and he believes this is the best project for the Town and the property.  

 

Mr. Hurley stated he agrees with Mr. Lucini. Mr. Hurley stated that he believes this development 

would be a win/win for the Town with broadening the tax base and improving Route 106. 

 

Mr. Iannitelli stated he also believes it is great opportunity for the Town.  
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Mr. Gagne stated if the Board is inclined to bring this zoning change to the residents then they 

must vote to set a Town Meeting date. Mr. Gagne stated he is suggesting September 21, 2020 at 

6 p.m. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to call for a Special Town Meeting scheduled for September 21, 2020. 

Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated next the Board would vote to open the Special Town Meeting Warrant and 

vote on a start time for the Special Town Meeting. 

 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to open the Special Town Meeting Warrant and set a start time of 6 

p.m., Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated next the Board will review and vote on articles to be placed on the Special 

Town Meeting Warrant. Mr. Gagne stated Mr. Hurley prepared the Article and motion for the 

Warrant, which has been forwarded to Town Counsel for final review. Mr. Gagne stated he 

requests that the Board make their vote subject to final review by Town Counsel. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to place the Article on the Special Town Meeting Warrant, subject to 

final review by Town Counsel, Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated that is the only Article being considered at the Special Town Meeting and now 

the Board can vote to close the Special Town Meeting Warrant. 

 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to close the Special Town Meeting Warrant, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated next the Board will vote on the motion, make a recommendation, and assign a 

reader for the Article. Mr. Gagne stated he suggests Mr. Hurley, Chairman of the Planning 

Board, read the Article at the Special Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the motion, recommend the Article, and assign Mr. Hurley as 

the reader, Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated she wants to give the Town the opportunity to vote on this matter. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to sign the Special Town Meeting Warrant, Ms. Anderson seconded, and 

so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes thanked Mr. Hartline, Mr. Bandini and Mr. DeAngelo for their presentation. 

 

Mr. Hartline, Mr. Bandini, Mr. DeAngelo, Mr. Hurley, Mr. Lucini, Mr. Iannitelli and Mr. Delano 

left the video conference. 

 

Ms. Dean joined the videoconference to discuss a Diverse Little Free Library. 
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Mr. Gagne stated Ms. Dean submitted a request to place a Diverse Little Free Library, which 

would be a kiosk filled with books about diversity, in a few locations around Town. Mr. Gagne 

stated Ms. Dean noted in her request that she had already spoken with Mr. Iannitelli about the 

project and had met with Ms. Anderson at Friendship Park to discuss placing one there. Mr. 

Gagne stated Ms. Dean also suggested placing a Diverse Little Free Library at War Memorial 

Park, Lions Park, or any other suggested location. Mr. Gagne stated the office receives several 

requests a year for the use of Town property, which he has the authority to review and either 

approve or deny. Mr. Gagne stated his thought process was since this is an educational kiosk that 

it should be located at the Library. Mr. Gagne stated he asked Ms. Carroll to respond to Ms. 

Dean to let her know that she could not place it at War Memorial Park and suggested reaching 

out to the Library Director, Ellen Snoeyenbos, about placing the Diverse Little Free Library at 

the Library. Mr. Gagne stated Ms. Dean was upset with the response and questioned why the 

Town Administrator and not the Board of Selectmen was making the decision. Mr. Gagne stated 

he typically considers requests relative to Town grounds for one-day events, like car washes, and 

fundraisers, and after further consideration thought this request should be brought before the 

Board of Selectmen. Mr. Gagne stated in his opinion that it belongs at the Library. 

 

Ms. Dean explained she did not like how her request was handled and did not understand the 

reasoning behind not wanting to have additional educational materials at several locations in 

Town. Ms. Dean stated the response she received via email stated she was not authorized to 

install Diverse Little Free Libraries anywhere in Town. Ms. Dean stated she was also looking for 

more of an explanation as to why her request was declined in the first place. Ms. Dean stated she 

did not get the impression that the email was recommending installing a Diverse Little Free 

Library at the Library. Ms. Dean stated she would like to install a Diverse Little Free Library at 

Friendship Park and thinks it would be a great addition to the new park. Ms. Dean stated she is 

open for further suggestions and there are several residents that are in support of the Diverse 

Little Free Library and believes it would be a nice resource for the Town. Ms. Dean stated as a 

mother of a mixed race family it is something that is important to her. Ms. Dean stated its 

purpose is to bring attention to diverse literature. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated she supports the suggestion to place the Diverse Little Free Library at the 

Town’s Library. Chairman Reyes stated looking back on the Board’s decision to place the Girl 

Scout’s Little Free Library at War Memorial Park, she regrets the Town approving it. Ms. Reyes 

stated it is Town property and they cannot approve every request to install Little Free Libraries 

throughout Town. Ms. Reyes noted the uncertainty of who will be responsible for the upkeep and 

maintenance of the structure and that it is just something the Town should not take on. 

 

Ms. Dean explained that she would be registering the Diverse Little Free Library on the Little 

Free Library Registry and she will be designating herself as the curator to maintain the Diverse 

Little Free Library. Ms. Dean stated this is part of a movement happening all across the country 

and that many Towns have multiple Little Free Libraries, not just one. Ms. Dean stated she does 

not see what is offensive about a Diverse Little Free Library and why the Board would be against 

offering additional educational resources to residents. 

 

Ms. Anderson stated she does not want to say no to anyone who is willing to volunteer 

something. Ms. Anderson stated she has never met Ms. Dean but that she did reach out when she 
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saw the design for the playground and there has been an outpouring of support in response to her 

Diverse Little Free Library idea. Ms. Anderson stated when Ms. Dean was informed that her 

request was respectfully declined, several individuals reached out to her asking how she could be 

against such a request. Ms. Anderson stated as a mother she can understand how the Diverse 

Little Free Library at Friendship Park could appeal to other mothers trying to entertain several 

children with different interests. Ms. Anderson stated she wants to support education and support 

children learning about diversity. Ms. Anderson stated she is in support of the Diverse Little Free 

Library because over all she believes children should be read to often. Ms. Anderson stated she 

does not want to say no to someone who has invested so much into a project that is supported by 

so many in the community. 

 

Mr. Kinahan stated his preference would be to only have one Little Free Library and that Ms. 

Dean’s efforts are greatly appreciated. Mr. Kinahan stated the Library would be a great location 

for the Diverse Little Free Library, and that he is ok with it being at Friendship Park but would 

like the DPW director to have the ultimate say as to where it should be located at the park. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to allow the placement of the Diverse Little Free Library at Friendship 

Park, with the final location at the Park to be determined by the DPW Director, Ms. Anderson 

seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Ms. Dean thanked the Board and left the videoconference. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was ratifying Marianne Pierce’s employment as the 

Part-Time Principal Clerk in the Assessors Office. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated there was a fulltime employee in the Assessors Office who left the 

organization, and in turn, the part-time employee was promoted to full time. Mr. Gagne stated 

they are not hiring for a new position but just filling the now vacant part-time position within the 

office. Mr. Gagne stated the position was posted and an advisory committee was formed, 

including Steve McCarthy, Chairman of the Board of Assessors, John Donahue, Principal 

Assessor, and Linda Torres, Assistant Town Administrator/HR Director. Mr. Gagne stated the 

screening committee interviewed 12 individuals and he interviewed the 2 finalists and it was 

determined that Ms. Pierce was the best candidate for the position.  

 

Ms. Pierce joined the video conference and introduced herself. 

 

The Board welcomed Ms. Pierce aboard. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to ratify Ms. Pierce’s employment as the Part-Time Principal Clerk in the 

Assessors Office, Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Ms. Pierce thanked the Board and left the videoconference. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was voting to appoint election workers. 
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Mr. Gagne stated the Town Clerk is required by Mass General Law to identify who the election 

workers are each year and the Board of Selectmen must officially appoint them. 

 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to appoint the election workers noted on the list submitted by the Town 

Clerk, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was voting to add a 24 hour Commercial Vehicle 

Exclusion for River Street in its entirety to the Traffic Rules and Orders of the Town of West 

Bridgewater. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated in order to move forward with posting the Heavy Commercial Vehicle 

Exclusion on River Street the Town must forward an official vote to Mass DOT noting the 

adoption of the exclusion into the Town’s Traffic Rules and Orders. Mr. Gagne stated once 

received by Mass DOT they will issue the Town a permit to post the signs. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to add the 24 Hour Heavy Commercial Vehicle Exclusion for River 

Street in its entirety to the Traffic Rules and Orders of the Town of West Bridgewater, Ms. 

Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was voting on Michael White’s vacation carry over 

request. 

 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to approve Mr. White’s request to carry over 10 vacation days, Mr. 

Kinahan seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was appointing a Board of Selectmen representative 

to the Brockton Area Transit Authority. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated this was tabled from the last meeting. Mr. Gagne stated their meetings are 

conducted on Thursdays at 11 a.m.  

 

Ms. Anderson stated she would not be available to attend the Thursday 11 a.m. meetings. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated she would not be available to attend the meeting either. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated if the Board is not able to designate a representative then the office will send a 

letter to the BAT Authority informing them of the scheduling conflict and requesting that they 

notify us if they ever change the days and time of their meetings. 

 

The Board agreed that they were not able to designate a representative at this time and could 

revisit an appointment if the BAT Authority changed the day and time of their meetings. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was voting to ratify the Library Union Contract. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated the Library Union Contract and the Police Union Contract mirror each other, 

both agreeing to a 2% increase for FY21, 0% increase for FY22, and a 2% increase for FY 23. 
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Mr. Gagne stated in the Police Union Contract they added a clause that allowed them to 

renegotiate the raises if another union receives more than they have agreed to. Mr. Gagne 

requested that the Board vote to ratify both the Library Union Contract and the Police Union 

Contract. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated she was recusing herself from voting on the Library Union Contract due 

to being employed by Teamsters Local 653. 

 

Ms. Anderson MOVED to ratify the Library Union Contract, Mr. Kinahan seconded, and so 

voted, two in favor, one recused. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to ratify the Police Union Contract, Chairman Reyes seconded, and so 

voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was approving the meeting minutes of July 8, 2020. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to approve the meeting minutes of July 8, 2020, Ms. Anderson seconded, 

and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was accepting the meeting minutes of August 5, 2020 

for review. 

 

Mr. Kinahan MOVED to accept the meeting minutes of August 5, 2020 for review, Ms. 

Anderson seconded, and so voted unanimously. 

 

Chairman Reyes stated next on the agenda was the Town Administrator’s Report.  

 

Mr. Gagne stated first on his report was a COVID-19 update. Mr. Gagne stated West 

Bridgewater only has three active cases of COVID-19. Mr. Gagne stated he has been working 

closely with the Council on Aging Director, Ms. Mather, to organize some outdoor, socially 

distant activities for seniors to participate in soon. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated he and DPW Director, Mr. Iannitelli, worked on and submitted a Shared 

Streets Program application for a $130,000 grant that would fund sidewalks on River Street. Mr. 

Gagne stated if approved the sidewalks would be entirely funded by the State. Mr. Gagne stated 

the State is looking to approve projects that connect business areas to more rural open space 

areas. Mr. Gagne stated he views this as an opportunity to connect the War Memorial Park area 

to the center of Town. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated the West Bridgewater Public Library will be opening to the public on 

September 8, 2020. Mr. Gagne stated entry will be limited to 10 people at a time with limited 

hours. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated the Attorney General’s Office has approved the Finance Committee By-Law 

changes and are now in full effect. 
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Mr. Gagne stated there will be a 9/11 Memorial dedication ceremony on September 11, 2020 at 

8:15 a.m. Mr. Gagne stated the new 9/11 Memorial is located next to the Public Safety building 

and all of the Selectmen are invited to attend the dedication ceremony. 

 

Mr. Gagne stated at the last meeting the Board approved the I.W. Harding contract for the 

installation of sidewalks and a traffic signal at the Howard Street/Route 106 intersection. Mr. 

Gagne stated construction has begun and lights will more than likely be installed in the Spring. 

 

At 8:23 p.m. Mr. Kinahan MOVED to adjourn, Ms. Anderson seconded, and so voted 

unanimously. 

  

The meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Lorna J. Carroll, Confidential Secretary 

 

List of Documents included in the September 2, 2020 Meeting Packet: 

 

 DeBartolo Development Presentation re: Lincoln Street Property 

o Map of Corridor Improvements 

 Letter from Ms. Dean re: Diverse Little Free Library 

o Emails between Ms. Dean and the Board of Selectmen’s Office 

 Special Town Meeting Warrant 

o Notice of Planning Board Public Hearing 

 Marianne Pierce’s Welcome Letter 

o Marianne Pierce’s Letter of Interest 

o Marianne Pierce’s Resume 

 Letter from Town Clerk re: Election Workers 

 Letter from Mass Dot re: River Street Heavy Commercial Vehicle Exclusion 

o Amendment to Traffic Rules and Orders 

 Michael White’s Vacation Carry Over Request 

 Library Union MOU 

o Library Union Contract 

 Police Union Contract 

 Meeting Minutes of July 8, 2020 

 Meeting Minutes of August 5, 2020 

 Coronavirus – Advisory #10 

o Update #21: Town of West Bridgewater COVID-19 

o Update #22: Town of West Bridgewater COVID-19 

 Map of River Street 

 Letter from Town Counsel re: Article 28 Annual Town Meeting June 29, 

2020/Approval by the Attorney General 


